
Who run the (jewellery) world? Girls. We
spoke to the female founders running dazzling
diamond and fine jewellery brands about what
modern womanhood means to them…

CharmaleenaCharmaleenaCharmaleenaCharmaleena    

Founder: Founder: Founder: Founder: Hala El Khereiji 

WebsiteWebsiteWebsiteWebsite: charmaleena.com 

What is the most inspiring thing aboutWhat is the most inspiring thing aboutWhat is the most inspiring thing aboutWhat is the most inspiring thing about

womanhood to you?womanhood to you?womanhood to you?womanhood to you? 

The most inspiring thing about womanhood is

our ability to hold many layers at once. A

woman can be strong and soft. She can care

deeply, connect deeply, and still remain

independent. She can build, nurture, lead,

create, and stay connected to her inner self. 

I do not necessarily believe in perfect balance. I

believe we try to balance. Womanhood is about

playing more than one role at once. It is not one

dimension. It is growth, learning, understanding,

and resilience. It is constantly evolving, and that

evolution is powerful. 

How has being a woman shaped how you runHow has being a woman shaped how you runHow has being a woman shaped how you runHow has being a woman shaped how you run

your business?your business?your business?your business? 

Being a woman shapes every aspect of how I

run my business. It is reflected in our collections,

our storytelling, and the way we lead. Each

collection we create translates something we are

going through – from freedom to love to

identity. Our work is deeply personal. 

I am fortunate to run Charmaleena with my

sister, Lina. She is the designer, and I am the

managing director. We are two different

personalities that complement one another.

Sisterhood is part of our foundation. Our

business is also largely run by women, and that

energy influences everything we do. 

We care deeply about the emotional side of

what we create. Jewellery is about design, but it

is also about memory, identity, connection, and

bonds. As women, we understand life’s journeys

– sisterhood, motherhood, ambition,

independence – and that understanding shapes

pieces that come from a very honest place. That

is why Charmaleena feels personal to our clients.

At the same time, building a business requires

discipline, confidence, and resilience. Being a

woman in business has taught us to trust our

instincts and stand firmly in our vision. 

How has jewellery empowered your ownHow has jewellery empowered your ownHow has jewellery empowered your ownHow has jewellery empowered your own

sense of womanhood?sense of womanhood?sense of womanhood?sense of womanhood? 

Jewellery has always been a form of self

expression for me and for my sister, even from a

young age. When we founded Charmaleena, we

wanted to create pieces that reflect the different

stages a woman goes through. 

When you wear jewellery with meaning, it

becomes part of your identity. Whether it is a

picture pendant carrying someone you love, a

customized name piece, a heart

that represents love, or a coin that reflects

heritage, each piece tells a story. 

Jewellery is not simply about wearing

something beautiful. It is about expressing who

you are. For me, that is empowering. It reminds

me daily of my values, my journey, and the

people I hold close. 

What do women need the world toWhat do women need the world toWhat do women need the world toWhat do women need the world to

understand most about womanhood andunderstand most about womanhood andunderstand most about womanhood andunderstand most about womanhood and

feminism in 2026?feminism in 2026?feminism in 2026?feminism in 2026? 

Womanhood is not about comparison. It is not

about competing. It is about choice. 

There is no single definition of feminism or

success. Every woman should have the freedom

to define her own path — whether that is

leadership, creativity, family, entrepreneurship,

or all of them at once. 

True empowerment is the freedom to choose

your own version of success and to pursue it

confidently. Supporting one another is

equally important. I am proud

that Charmaleena is a woman founded and

woman led business built by two sisters who

believed in their vision. 

Women are capable of more than we are often

given credit for. And when we support each

other, we go even further. 

Farah Khan AtelierFarah Khan AtelierFarah Khan AtelierFarah Khan Atelier    

Founder:Founder:Founder:Founder: Farah Khan 

Website: Website: Website: Website: farahkhanworld.com 

What is the most inspiring thing aboutWhat is the most inspiring thing aboutWhat is the most inspiring thing aboutWhat is the most inspiring thing about

womanhood to you?womanhood to you?womanhood to you?womanhood to you? Its ability to hold

contradictions with grace. Women are

instinctively resilient yet deeply sensitive,

ambitious yet nurturing, strong yet intuitive.

What inspires me most is how women evolve,

how we rise, fall, adapt, and still carry beauty,

compassion, and purpose through every phase

of life. 

How has being a woman shaped how you runHow has being a woman shaped how you runHow has being a woman shaped how you runHow has being a woman shaped how you run

your business?your business?your business?your business? Being a woman has made me

lead with intuition, empathy, and emotional

intelligence without compromising on discipline

or standards. I value relationships as much as

results, and I understand that strength does not

need to be aggressive to be effective. My

business is built not just on strategy, but on

trust, instinct, and long-term vision. 

How has jewellery empowered your ownHow has jewellery empowered your ownHow has jewellery empowered your ownHow has jewellery empowered your own

sense of womanhood?sense of womanhood?sense of womanhood?sense of womanhood? Jewellery, for me, is

deeply personal. It is not about ornamentation,

but about expression of identity, memory,

emotion, and self-worth.

Wearing jewellery reminds me of who I am,

where I come from, and what I carry within. It

has the power to make a woman feel seen,

grounded, and confident, quietly but

unmistakably. 

What do women need the world toWhat do women need the world toWhat do women need the world toWhat do women need the world to

understand most about womanhood andunderstand most about womanhood andunderstand most about womanhood andunderstand most about womanhood and

feminism infeminism infeminism infeminism in 2026?2026?2026?2026? That feminism is not a

singular definition. It is choice, autonomy, and

respect for every woman’s path. Strength can

look like ambition or softness, leadership or

motherhood, independence or interdependence.

Womanhood is not something to be explained

or justified, it is something to be

understood, honoured, and allowed to exist in all

its forms. 

Nejla Bint Asem JewelleryNejla Bint Asem JewelleryNejla Bint Asem JewelleryNejla Bint Asem Jewellery    

Founder:Founder:Founder:Founder: Nejla Bint Asem 

Website: Website: Website: Website: nejlabintasem.com 

What is the most inspiring thing aboutWhat is the most inspiring thing aboutWhat is the most inspiring thing aboutWhat is the most inspiring thing about

womanhood to you?womanhood to you?womanhood to you?womanhood to you? 

The most inspiring thing about womanhood is

our ability to hold contradictions beautifully. We

are soft and unbreakable. Emotional and

strategic. Nurturing and wildly ambitious.  

Womanhood, to me, is about being a vessel; for

life, for ideas, for beauty, for transformation.

Whether it’s raising children, building

businesses, shaping art, or holding communities

together, there is something sacred in that role. 

It’s intuitive intelligence. It’s knowing without

needing constant validation. It’s resilience that

looks graceful from the outside. The way women

can hold tenderness and fire in the same heart is

fascinating. 

How has being a woman shaped how you runHow has being a woman shaped how you runHow has being a woman shaped how you runHow has being a woman shaped how you run

your business?your business?your business?your business? 

Being a woman shapes everything about how I

work. I don’t separate emotion from strategy …I

lead with intuition first, numbers second. I build

through feeling, through storytelling, through

meaning. My decisions are not

just analytical, they are energetic. 

My brand isn’t just about jewellery; it’s about

memory, spirituality, identity, and the invisible

presence a woman carries when she wears

something personal. I design for the inner world,

not just the outer appearance. 

I also run my business cyclically. I honor seasons

– creative highs, reflective pauses, motherhood,

faith. I don’t believe in constant output for the

sake of noise. I believe in intentional expression. 

How has jewellery empowered your ownHow has jewellery empowered your ownHow has jewellery empowered your ownHow has jewellery empowered your own

sense of womanhood?sense of womanhood?sense of womanhood?sense of womanhood? 

Jewellery has always felt like armor made of

light. When I wear something symbolic,

especially a piece I’ve designed, I feel aligned

and grounded. It’s not decoration, it’s intention! 

For me, jewellery holds memory. It carries

lineage. It can hold prayers, birth stories, poetry,

protection – even playful nostalgia, like gummy

bears and smiley faces that reconnect us to our

inner child. It reminds me that femininity is not

fragile. It is luminous. 

What do women need the world toWhat do women need the world toWhat do women need the world toWhat do women need the world to

understand most about womanhood andunderstand most about womanhood andunderstand most about womanhood andunderstand most about womanhood and

feminism in 2026?feminism in 2026?feminism in 2026?feminism in 2026? 

In 2026, I believe women want the freedom to

define power for themselves. Feminism does not

have to look like hardness. It can look like

softness. It can look like motherhood. It can look

like entrepreneurship. It can look like faith. It can

look like choosing a slower, more intentional life. 

We need space to expand without apology,

without being reduced to labels, without being

pushed into extremes. True empowerment

is choice. And for a woman, choice is

revolutionary. 

Baguette DesignBaguette DesignBaguette DesignBaguette Design    

Founder:Founder:Founder:Founder: Fatma Al Bannai 

Website:Website:Website:Website: baguettedesign.com 

What is the most inspiring thing aboutWhat is the most inspiring thing aboutWhat is the most inspiring thing aboutWhat is the most inspiring thing about

womanhood to you?womanhood to you?womanhood to you?womanhood to you? 

I don’t think people really give womanhood

justice when you want to describe it. Women are

incredibly powerful women with different

levels and aspects of strengths and resilience

while maintaining a softness to the nature of

being a woman. 

How has being a woman shaped how you runHow has being a woman shaped how you runHow has being a woman shaped how you runHow has being a woman shaped how you run

your business?your business?your business?your business? 

It has its challenges because being a woman

there are so many other factors that depend on

you outside of your business. But because

women are able to take on multiple ventures at

the same time. It gives us the discipline to be

able to manage a business in a way that being a

woman marketing these products to other

women is very effective. 

How has jewellery empowered your ownHow has jewellery empowered your ownHow has jewellery empowered your ownHow has jewellery empowered your own

sense of womanhood?sense of womanhood?sense of womanhood?sense of womanhood? 

In a fashion sense, I feel jewelry makes a woman

feel like she has her whole outfit complete. In a

more sentimental aspect, jewellery connects

women to other women, whether they inherited

this piece from their mothers or grandmothers

or something they have been gifted, from other

people or they gifted it to themselves. Jewelry is

the one aspect in a woman’s wardrobe stays

with a woman throughout her years of

womanhood. 

What do women need the world toWhat do women need the world toWhat do women need the world toWhat do women need the world to

understand most about womanhood andunderstand most about womanhood andunderstand most about womanhood andunderstand most about womanhood and

feminism in 2026?feminism in 2026?feminism in 2026?feminism in 2026? 

That womanhood and feminism is subjective. No

one can tell a woman what her definition of

womanhood is and what feminism is to her.

What feels right for each individual is

what define those two things to them so they

should feel pressure to follow what is being told

to them by others. 

Zei JewelsZei JewelsZei JewelsZei Jewels    

Founder:Founder:Founder:Founder: Dounia Lahlou 

Website:Website:Website:Website: zeijewels.com 

What is the most inspiring thing aboutWhat is the most inspiring thing aboutWhat is the most inspiring thing aboutWhat is the most inspiring thing about

womanhood to you?womanhood to you?womanhood to you?womanhood to you? 

What inspires me most about womanhood is

how multidimensional we are. Soft and strong.

Emotional and decisive. Intuitive and strategic,

often all at once. We evolve constantly. We

rebuild and refine without losing our core. That

ability to expand while staying rooted is

powerful to me. 

How has being a woman shaped how you runHow has being a woman shaped how you runHow has being a woman shaped how you runHow has being a woman shaped how you run

your business?your business?your business?your business? 

Being a woman has shaped how I design at the

core. I create for women as they are,

multidimensional. My pieces are meant to adapt

and evolve instead of asking a woman to fit into

them. Because she can be many things at once.

Zei is designed to move with her, not limit her. 

How has jewellery empowered your ownHow has jewellery empowered your ownHow has jewellery empowered your ownHow has jewellery empowered your own

sense of womanhood?sense of womanhood?sense of womanhood?sense of womanhood? 

Jewellery feels personal. It becomes part of your

identity. With modular designs in both our

collections, women choose how they want to

express themselves. Bold, minimal, structured,

playful. The piece adapts to them, not the other

way around. That choice is

empowering. Jewellery is not decoration. It

is self expression. 

What do women need the world toWhat do women need the world toWhat do women need the world toWhat do women need the world to

understand most about womanhood andunderstand most about womanhood andunderstand most about womanhood andunderstand most about womanhood and

feminism in 2026?feminism in 2026?feminism in 2026?feminism in 2026? 

I think the world still tries to simplify women. To

categorize us. To decide what strength should

look like, or what ambition should look like. But

womanhood is not linear. It is layered. A woman

can want power and softness. Career and family.

Structure and beauty. In 2026, what matters

most is allowing women to define their own

balance without being questioned for it. Not

every woman will choose the same path, and

that is the point. Feminism, to me, is about that

freedom. The freedom to build a life that feels

fully yours. 

Lana Al Kamal JewelryLana Al Kamal JewelryLana Al Kamal JewelryLana Al Kamal Jewelry    

Founder:Founder:Founder:Founder: Lana Al Kamal 

Website:Website:Website:Website: lanaalkamaljewelry.com 

What is the most inspiring thing aboutWhat is the most inspiring thing aboutWhat is the most inspiring thing aboutWhat is the most inspiring thing about

womanhood to you?womanhood to you?womanhood to you?womanhood to you? 

The most inspiring thing about womanhood is

its deep emotional dimension. It grants us a

keen attention to detail and a profound

awareness of those around us. This duality, of

empathy and strength, defines

womanhood. It’s not just softness; it’s the

powerful ability to notice, care, and respond. 

How has being a woman shaped how you runHow has being a woman shaped how you runHow has being a woman shaped how you runHow has being a woman shaped how you run

your business?your business?your business?your business? 

Being a woman has profoundly shaped how I
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