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What Makes A Diamond
Piece Truly Worth

Passing Down?

Five essential questions that go beyond trend,
towards longevity and meaning. The modern
heirloom guide to natural diamond jewellery.
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“Modern heirloom” has become something
of a catch-all phrase — used liberally across
magazines, blogs, and by jewellery aficionados
alike — but what does it really signify? “Modern”
suggests the now: Immediacy, individuality,
the freedom to choose for oneself. “Heirloom”,
by contrast, is rooted in time, in permanence,
continuity, and the idea of something carried
forward. Bring the two together, and the meaning
shifts. A modern heirloom is not something
you inherit. It is something you select with the
awareness that it will one day outlast you. 

In an era defined by immediacy, the idea of
buying something designed to outlive you feels
almost radical. And yet, it is precisely this shift,
from impulse to intention, that defines the
modern heirloom, specifically one crafted out
of natural diamonds – where rarity, permanence
and emotional significance converge.

So how do you know if a piece is worthy of
becoming one? The answer lies not in price
and material value, but in the questions you
ask before you buy.

Would I Still Love This In 20
Years?

The first test of any heirloom is time. Once
you take away the immediate, the trend, the
styling, the influence, you need to ask yourself
whether the piece still holds its own.These
days, jewellery is as vulnerable to cycles as
fashion and accessories – from the rise of
chunky designs, the return of vintage cuts, or
the social media-fuelled obsession with layering
and stacking – each can feel compelling at first.
But true heirlooms are rarely defined by what
is current. They are defined by what endures.

This is not to say that a piece must be traditional
just for the sake of it. Rather, the focus should
be on a certain design integrity: Flawless natural
diamonds and other precious gemstones, balanced
proportions, considered detailing and embellishment
– ultimately a quiet confidence that makes it
stand out for all the right reasons. The kind of
piece that feels as relevant in a decade as it does
today — or better still, one that improves with age.

Does It Feel Like Me — Or Just
Right Now Me?

A modern heirloom is, at its core, autobiographical.
It should say something about you — not just
who you are today, but who you are at your core.
This distinction is subtle but important. “Right
now me” is influenced by trends, peers, and what
is seen and shared. “Me” is instinctive – it is the
aesthetic you return to time and time again, it’s
what you are drawn to. Whether that manifests as
a preference for clean, architectural lines like in
an emerald-cut natural diamond or unapologetic
maximalism seen in the elongated Marquise
diamond-cut, the piece should feel aligned with
your personal style language: a. If someone were
to inherit it years from now, would they recognise
you in it? Would it tell a story about your taste
or your values? The most powerful heirlooms are
not just beautiful — they are deeply personal.

Is the Craftsmanship Worth
Passing Down?

Sentiment alone does not make an heirloom.
Craft does. This is where the conversation
moves beyond surface, into process. It’s not just
about how it looks, but how it has been made.

At its highest level, jewellery is still an artisanal
practice. Techniques like tesserae, the meticulous
setting of stones in intricate, mosaic-like formations,
or hand-engraving, filigree, and traditional stone-
setting methods require time and precision.
Unfortunately, as brands focus on scale, many of
these crafts are quietly disappearing. In natural
diamond jewellery, this level of craftsmanship
becomes even more critical — ensuring that
both the stone and its setting are preserved
with integrity over time.

The di#erence is not always immediately visible.
A cast piece may appear identical to one
that has been entirely handmade, but the
distinction lies in its intricacies – in the subtle
irregularities created by a human hand rather
than the uniformity of a machine. Handcrafted
jewellery carries a certain integrity – it is shaped,
adjusted, and refined, whereas mass-produced
pieces are, by contrast, often designed for
e$ciency, made quickly, replicated endlessly,
and rarely intended to last beyond a moment.

Because ultimately, what you are investing in is not
just the object, but the hands that made it. And
it is this level of craftsmanship that determines
whether a piece is truly worth passing down.

Is It Original?

Originality is increasingly rare, and increasingly
valuable. In a world rife with replication, a true
heirloom should carry a sense of distinction.
This does not necessarily mean it needs to be
extravagant or oversized; rather, it means it
has to be created purposefully and uniquely.
Originality in design can also impact its longevity.
A piece that is too closely tied to a specific
trend can date quickly, but something unusual
tends to stand the test of time.

Customisation plays a crucial role here too.
Whether through a bespoke real-diamond setting,
an unusual stone pairing, or a subtle design detail,
such as a lesser-seen natural-diamond cut, the
ability to shape a piece transforms it from object
to artefact. It becomes something that cannot be
easily replicated—and therefore worth preserving.

Does It Have Intrinsic Value?

Finally, there is the question of value: Both
emotional and material. A piece can carry all the
meaning in the world, but if the materials are not
considered, it won’t necessarily endure. This is
where the conversation shifts away from how it
looks and towards what it is made of.Start with
the stone. Natural diamonds bring with them
something lab-created simply cannot replicate:
Rarity, time, and a sense of permanence. Look
at the fundamentals: Colour, cut, clarity and
carat, but understand their hierarchy. Cut is what
brings a diamond to life; without it, even the
most impressive carat weight falls flat. Colour
and clarity speak to its purity, while carat defines
its weight; ultimately, it is the balance between
them that creates a stone worth holding onto.

Then there is gold, often treated as secondary,
but just as important. Higher karats, such as 22k
or 24k, o#er a richer colour but are softer. 18k,
by contrast, strikes the right balance – blending
depth of tone with durability to withstand
daily wear. Other materials to consider include
platinum and silver, each o#ering a sense of
permanence and inherent value that would
age well, and, for more experimental designers,
unique materials such as iron, wood, and titanium
can serve as design elements.

These decisions may feel technical at first, but
they are what give a piece longevity and ultimately
determine whether it is worthy of being passed
on. Because over time, quality reveals itself –
you’ll see it in the way a diamond continues to
sparkle or the way a band holds its shape. A piece
should feel as solid years later as it did on day one.

Ultimately, a modern heirloom is not defined by
occasion, or even by inheritance. It is defined by
intention. By the decision to choose something
that reflects you, but is considered enough
to outlast you. Because the true measure
of an heirloom is not when you purchase it,
but whether it is worthy of being passed on.
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